STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 18, 305
g
)
Appeal of )
| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the determ nation by the
Department of Prevention, Assistance, Transition, and Health
Access (PATH) denying her application for Food Stanps. The
i ssue is whether the Departnent correctly calculated the
petitioner's Food Stanps in light of her famly's inconme and

al | owabl e deductions. The facts are not in dispute.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner lives in a household of four persons,
hersel f and her three children. The petitioner receives SSI
benefits and her daughters each receive Social Security
benefits. The total unearned incone to the household from
t hese sources is $1,368 a nonth. 1In addition, the petitioner
wor ks part-tinme. As of the date of her application in this
matter, January 3, 2003, the petitioner's gross inconme from
enpl oyment was $1, 048 a nont h.

2. In determining the petitioner's eligibility the
Departnment all owed the petitioner the maxi numtwenty percent
deduction from her earned income, $210, and the standard
i ncome deduction of $134. Based on information provided by

the petitioner the Departnment also allowed the maxi mum
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avai | abl e deductions (see infra) for child care, $484, and

excess shelter costs, $56.

3. Based on the above cal cul ati ons the Departnent
determ ned that the petitioner's net incone for Food Stanps
was $1,532. Under the regulations (see infra) this results in
an allotnment amount of $6 for a four-person household. Since
this is under the $10 mi ni mum paynent, the Depart nent
determ ned that the petitioner was ineligible to receive Food

St anps.

CORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS

Under the Food Stanp Regul ations the amount of a
househol d's nmonthly allotnent is determ ned according to
househol d i ncone m nus any applicabl e deductions. FSM § 273.9
et seq. Al households are entitled to a standard deducti on
of $134 (FSM § 273.9d[ 1] and Procedures Manual P-2590-A) and
to an excess shelter deduction in the anpbunt that their
shelter costs exceed fifty percent of their income (FSM 8§
273.9d[5]). In addition, households with earned incone are
all owed a twenty percent deduction fromtheir gross earnings
(FSM § 273.9[d][2]) and a dependent care deduction up to a
maxi mum prescri bed by regulation (FSM 8 273.9[d][4] and
Procedures Manual 2590-Al).

As of January 2003 the petitioner's househol d was
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recei ving about $2,416 a nonth in gross incone. Even with al
t he above deductions the household' s net income was $1, 532.
Unfortunately, this is slightly nore than the cutoff incone
figure of $1,516 for a household of four persons to qualify
for the $10 a nonth Food Stanmp paynent m ni num (Procedures
Manual 8§ P-2590-D).

When expl ai ned the bases of the Departnent's decision at
the hearing the petitioner did not dispute either the incone
figures used by the Departnent or with the Departnent's
cal cul ati ons of her deductions and benefit anobunts. She was
advi sed that if her incone decreased or her househol d or
medi cal expenses increased! she should pronptly reapply for
benefits. However, inasnmuch as the Departnent's decision
appears to be in accord with the pertinent regulations it nust
be affirmed. 3 V.S. A § 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.

#H#HH#

LAt the hearing the petitioner alleged that she also incurs uninsured

nmedi cal expenses of $40 a nonth. The regul ations allow a deduction for
nmedi cal expenses in excess of $35 a nonth (FSM 8§ 273.9[d][3]). This
additional $5 a nonth deducti on woul d not have altered the outconme in this
matter.



